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BEN R. LACY, JR.: | am in favor of union because it will permit the 
pooling of the resources of our churches and the opening of wider 
vistas and avenues of service. . . . It will provide nationwide aims and 
objectives. . . . (It) will definitely increase the outreach of World Mis- 
sions. (Page 5.) 


EDWARD D. GRANT: | be- 
lieve the time has come for us 
to exert our best efforts to bring 
about union within our Presby- 
terian family on any reasonable 
basis that does not sacrifice our 
distinctive characteristics. This 
appears to me satisfactorily 
guaranteed by our present plan. 
... Let us... rededicate our- 
selves to a greater and more 
glorious ministry within a great 
American Presbyterian Church. 
(Page 5.) 

GRANT: Better together than 
separately. 


JAMES ROSS McCAIN: When our church through its highest court 
voted decisively against further postponement and amendments, as a 
friend of union, | have felt that | ought to go with the majority of my 
brethren in seeking that the presbyteries face the issues fully, frankly, 
in friendly manner, and under God’s guidance as to results. . . . | am 
Praying that his will may be done. It will please me if this means reunion 
with our brethren. (Page 6.) 


LACY: Also a personal reason. 


McCAIN: We can trust one another. 











Letters to the Editors 





Youth for Union Movement Is Started 





“We Will Strive 
Until it Ils Won” 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


We, the undersigned young people of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., do hereby de- 
clare: 

That we shall dedicate our time and 
service to the concerted effort for union 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, and the United 
Presbyterian Church of North America, 
that together we may work more efficiently 
both at home and abroad; 

That we shall ask our respective pres- 
byteries to vote for union; 

That if this ballot does not succeed we 
will strive for this cause until it is won. 

(Signed ) —_ “= 
Leah Brandenburg Dav id R. DeLozier 
Patsy Brandenburg Bill Draper 
Seen Wrenner Dan Sengstacke 

s “si Mary A. MacDonald 
Evalina Kremer Third Church 
Malinda Jo Brown ped yng 

- Louisville, Ky. 
Carol Pierma . 
Scottie Brown Anita Burkle 
Alastiar MacDonald Jo Sue Brown 


e EDITORS’ NOTE—Other young peo- 
ple’s lists like this will be carried here— 
so far as the space allows. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 


Educatienal Excellence. Member South- 
ern Association College and Secr dary 
Schools, Endowed. Christian em ,. asis. 
A. A. and A. S. degrees. Graduates trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two- 
year business course. Preparatory 





department with l1ith, 12th grades. 
Veterans. Moderate charges. Scholar- 
ships. Self-help. 


Second semester begins January 24, 1955 


t.ouin C. LaMotte, M.A. 
Th. D.. 0. 0... President 


Hox 38-K, WAX TON, 


Joy Clarke 

Jo McClarkin 

Alice Zipper 

Carol Clemens 

Dick Dotson 

Byron Moser 

Dona Sarver 

Grace Whipple 

Judy Minzenberger 
Beechmont Church 
Louisville, Ky. 


George Bogard 
Nancy Loderrick 
Nancy Merhoff 
Ann Wiley 
Tommy McGloshen 
Jerry Goeth 
Jimmy Ball 
Jimmy Stichweh 
Harvey Brown Me- 
morial Church 
Louisville, Ky. 





VORTH CAROLINA 








Richard Lovingood Jack Long 
Dan Ellis Philip Curd 
Arnold Milam Zarney Long 


First Church 


Eugene Jaegers 
Louisville, Ky. 


Gerald D. Hammack 

Earl Long 

Barbara Edwards 

Charlesa Suzanne 

Foategier 

Mary Wilder 

Carol Brenner 

Alice Curd 
Springdale Church 
Louisville, Ky. 


Lynda Page Shaffer 
Doris Jean Kimbro 
Stuart Robinson 
Memorial Church 

Louisville, Ky. 


Wants to Be Absorbed 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

While ardently favoring the pending 
Presbyterian plan of union, I have hes- 
itated to offer my plea to the constituency 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., for fear 


Judy Bryson 
Susen Bishop 
Katherine Kern 
Jimmy Tichnor 
Lanier Anderson 
Richard Young 
Janet Welther 
Jack Carter 

Led R. Merhoff 
Brad Broecher 
Mary Anderson 
Tommy Crumpton 
Eddie Sommer 
Lon Alexander 








as low as $3.95. Write for folder 
R-102, 


COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO. 


BEW YORK |, &. ¥. CHAMPAIGR, ILL CHICAGO |, HL 
366 Fett how 1008 Hh. Morket 128 M. LaSalle St 




























IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS! 
New Choir robes immediate de- 
livery. Also reconditioned robes 

@ The great new companion vol- 

ume to CHRIST AND THE 

FINE ARTS. 


® Unsurpassed for home reading. 
for teaching, for giving. 


@100 superb full-page reprodue- 
tions of art masterpieces, with 
interpretations. 


@ 63 great stories of Biblical char- 
acters. 


@ 244 poems, new and old; 77 
hymns, canticles and spirituals, 
complete with music. 


@A beautiful book of 832 pages 
...a vast anthology providing an 
inexhaustible resource of litera- 
ture, art and music inspired by 
the great themes of the Old Testa- 





ment, 


$5.95 at your bookseller 





of meddling from the outside. 

Dr. Holmes Rolston’s message on Union 
as the Will of Christ, in your issue of 
October 18, seems to give me a small op- 
portunity to come in on the chorus of 
voices for the Presbyterian union. 

In Dr. Rolston’s plea for union in behalf 
of the Presbyterian churches in the border 
areas, he is in error in making a possible 
exception of Louisiana. The Presbytery 
of New Orleans, USA, is one of those 
minority groups which would be happy 
to be absorbed, and does not fear dom- 
ination by a larger group of Presbyterian 
brethren. The Presbytery of New Or- 
leans, U.S., has 46 organized churches in 
the area the Presbytery of New Orleans, 
USA, has 12. The Presbytery of New 
Orleans, U.S., has 40 ministers in the 
the areas, the Presbytery of New Orleans, 
USA, has 12, of which two are honorably 
retired, one a foreign missionary in the 
Philippines, one a Navy Chaplain in the 
Pacific, and eight active in the pastoral 
service in and around New Orleans. 

I have served half a century in the 
Southern states where the work of the 
U.S. and the USA churches overlapped. 
Sometimes in communities where the USA 
Church was dominant, sometimes where 
the U.S. Church was dominant, and always 
with pain and a sense of unhappiness at 
the unnecessary overlapping of effort. 

We, in the Presbytery of New Orleans, 
USA, heartily agree with the plea of Mis- 
souri Synod, and other minority Synods 
of the Presbyterian Church in the border 
areas, and hope the U.S. presbyteries will 
east their lots for union and swallow us 
up into the larger and more dominant 
Presbytery of New Orleans. 

F. H. Forp, Stated Clerk, 
Presbytery of New Orleans USA. 
New Orleans, La. 


Temperance Group Launches 
Christmas Campaign 


WasuHincTon, D. C. (RNs) — A 
“Christmas for Christ” campaign to dis- 
courage drinking during holiday celebra- 
tions is being launched here by the Na- 
tional Temperance League, Inc., in co- 
operation with the Methodist Board of 
Temperance. 

The League plans to distribute 10,- 
000,000 Christmas seals on the theme. 
They show a manger scene, opposite 
which is a whisky bottle and glass mark- 
ed out by a heavy cross mark, indicating 
rejection of alcoholic beverages as a 
means of celebrating the holiday. 

Clayton Wallace, the League’s execu- 
tive secretary, said five million of the 
seals were distributed last year through 
churches and religious groups, and “pre- 
liminary orders indicate that we will 
distribute twice as many this year.” 


GOWNS 


*Pulpit and Choir- 


Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 
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Now: 11 Opposing Votes 


Another opposition presbytery has 
voted early and as expected against Pres- 
byterian reunion. This one was Missis- 
sippi Presbytery, which registered a 28-7 
vote. Seven ministers voted for union, 
eight voted against. No elders voted for 
it and 20 voted against. 

Three more presbyteries, regarded al- 
ways as strongly opposed, also voted early 
as follows: 


East Mississippi, 41-12 
Augusta-Macon (Ga.), 32-12 
Meridian (Miss.), 67-6 


One presbytery has come forward to 
mark up the first vote for union as one 
of the final actions it takes before it dies. 
It is Texas-Mexican Presbytery that will 
be dissolved Dec. 31 when ministers and 
congregations will become part of the 
geographic presbyteries in which they 
are located. 

Texas-Mexican voted 19-8 in favor of 
union. 

Practically all other presbyteries are 
expected to adhere to the request of the 
General Assembly that the vote be taken 
after January 1. 


Ecumenical Institute Director 
Calls for “Fools for Christ” 


GENEVA (RNS)—The world greatly 
needs “fools for Christ—persons who will 
undertake great, arduous tasks,” Dr. 
Hendrik Kraemer, director of the World 
Council of Churches’ Ecumenical In- 
stitute at nearby Celigny, said in an 
address opening the new semester of 
the Institute’s Graduate School of Ecu- 
menical Studies. 

“Ecumenical commitment and_ the 
search for unity demand not idealism but 
the obedience of faith,” Dr. Kraemer said. 
“As a result of what you learn here, I 
hope that at least some of you will be- 
come such ‘fools for Christ.’ ” 


Theological students from 12 nations, 
the most representative group ever en- 
rolled, are included in the Institute’s 
present class. Among them are the first 
ever enrolled from the British Isles. 
Others come from the United States, 
Mexico, Brazil, New Zealand, Indonesia, 
Japan, Germany, France, the Nether- 
lands, Belgium, Switzerland and Greece. 

The Institute is located in the Chateau 
de Bossey in Celigny, and its opening 
service was held in the chateau’s re- 
modeled 12th century chapel. 


Presbyterians Deplore 
Lawlessness of Good Citizens 


Hosss, N. M. (rNs)—Lawlessness is 
not always the fault of “those other 
people,” says the New Mexico Synod of 
the Presbyterian Church, USA. At the 
close of their state meeting here the Pres- 
byterian leaders issued a statement de- 
ploring “the far too-frequent lawlessness 
of the good citizen and the Christian 
citizen.” 

“The violation of speed laws, the evad- 
ing of income taxes, and the acceptance 
of wrongful favors and privileges con- 
stitute poor examples for our youth,” the 
synod said. 

The statement also commended the 
Supreme Court decision banning segre- 
gation in public schools and added: 
“Those who now would opopse it make 
themselves ridiculous in the chaos of our 
times.” 

The Presbyterians also urged prayerful 
attention to the November elections and 
called for more rehabilitation in penal 
work. 


IT’S LOGICAL 


Claim Southern Baptists 
“Invading” Southern Canada 


ToRONTO (RNS)—Canadian Baptist 
officials have protested the alleged “in- 
vasion” of certain parts of Canada by 
the Southern Baptist Convention of the 
United States. 

A report to the Baptist Union of West- 
ern Canada stated that “brethren of the 
Southern Baptist Convention have de- 
cided to encourage the organization of 
Baptist churches in Canada affiliated 
with the Convention . . . in areas already 
well served by Canadian Baptist 
Churches.” 

The report said this was “a move 
which will weaken relationships which 
for many years have been established on 
the principle of respect and cooperation.” 

The Canadian Baptist, official organ 
of the Baptist Convention in Canada, 
reported that Watson Kirkconnell, presi- 
dent of the Federation, has sent a letter 
of protest to Southern Baptist Convention 
officers. 





Christian Education Board Meets in New Orleans 


New Orleans was the scene of the fall 
meeting of the General Assembly’s Board 
of Christian Education—first time in 
history away from Richmond headquar- 
ters. 

Many staff and board members were in 
New Orleans for the men’s convention 
and it seemed the logical thing to do to 
go into the board meeting immediately 
following. 

A Sunday afternoon trip of 80 miles 
took the staff and board members to 
Baton Rouge where Governor Kennon 
and the Edward D. Grants entertained 
the group. Governor Kennon, a Presby- 
terian elder, was on the New Orleans 
program, as was Dr. Grant, who was ex- 
ecutive secretary of Christian education 
before going to Louisiana to become its 
director of institutions. 

Although the board meeting was held 
“in a corner” of the church, 22 of the 
24 members were present. 

The board received the report on the 
men’s convention and described it as 
the “largest convention of Christian men 
ever held in North America.” Registra- 
tions were reported at 7,100 and attend- 
ance at more than 10,000. 

Further steps, as previously antici- 
pated, were taken to divide the remaining 
regional directorships (two synods being 
served by one Christian education direc- 


tor), so that only in Texas and Oklahoma 
is there a combination. Alabama and 
Tennessee were divided as were West Vir- 
ginia and Kentucky. Directors are being 
named for the two former. 


U.S.-USA in Kentucky 

J. M. Bemiss will continue to serve 
West . Virginia, while in Kentucky the 
director is to be a Presbyterian, USA, 
minister, John R. Gosney, Danville, Ky., 
pastor, who will serve both the U.S. and 
USA synods, administratively responsible 
to the U. S. board. If the director had 
been a U. S. minister he would be respon- 
sible to the USA board. 

The board also named a Youth Ad- 
visory Committee of nine to work with 
the Senior High division. 

Louise Farrior was named editor of 
Presbyterian Action. It was reported to 
the board that Frances Smith, formerly 
of Austin, Texas, had become a member 
of the Survey editorial staff. 

Another recreation workshop is sched- 
uled for NaCoMe conference grounds in 
Tennessee next May. 


Summer Sales 

Book and supply sales were reported 
optimistically. Montreat summer sales 
were $8,000 ahead of the previous year 
for a total of $35,320, an all-time high. 
The Richmond store is $4,000 ahead of 








last year for the same period. Practically 
all periodicals of the board show substan- 
tial gains. The Dallas store fell behind 
for the year but recent reports show an 
increase over similar periods. 

The new store in Atlanta faces hous- 
ing difficulties—not enough space. Sales, 
however, are exceeding estimates by about 
20 per cent.on books and 35 per cent on 
periodicals. The Richmond store expect- 
ed a substantial drop in business when 
the Atlanta store was opened but from 
July to September the drop was only nine 
per cent. 

Some of the recent John Knox Press 
books are receiving good attention, with 
Walter W. Fraley, traveling about the 
country as sales representive. The Lu- 
theran Book Club has chosen Holmes 
Rolston’s Personalities Around Paul as 
an auxiliary selection; the Sword Book 
Club names Blakely’s Religion in Shoes 
as an auxiliary selection; and the Pulpit 
Digest will have Stickelberger’s Life of 
Calvin as its first selection. 

Following a recommendation of the 
1954 Assembly, explorations with three 
other Presbyterian bodies indicate insuf- 
ficient interest in producing a movie on 
John Knox or Calvin. 

Presbyterian Men and the Survey will 
be merged in January. 


Thompson Book 

W. Taliaferro Thompson, Union Sem- 
inary professor, is writing the study book 
for next year, on the Christian home and 
family life. 


A higher education study book is also 
being prepared, with a number of writers 
contributing chapters on their fields of 
specialization. DeWitt Reddick of the 
University of Texas will serve as the 
compiler. 

Leadership education statistics were 
reported enthusiastically, showing 830 
persons enrolled in the summer schools, 
with 1414 credits issued as follows: 


Enrolled Credits 
Montreat 600 1051 
Mo-Ranch 125 166 
NaCoMe 70 128 
Fulton, Mo. 36 69 


There are now 86 teacher-consultants 
in 70 centers working with the leadership 
division. 

New candidates for the ministry re- 
ported since January 1 number 191. At 
that time the number reported to the As- 
sembly was 1065. Since that time a large 
number have left the seminary and en- 
tered the ministry. 

Southern Clergy Protest 
Segregated Cemetery Plan 

CuapeL Hinz, N. C. (RNs)—Sixteen 
clergymen here have protested a decision 
of the Chapel Hill Board of Aldermen to 
segregate the races in the city’s new 
cemetery now under construction. 

In a letter to the board, the ministers 
requested that at least part of the cem- 
etery be set aside for use on a non-segre- 
gated basis. 

“We are opposed by religious convic- 
tion to enforced racial segregation,” the 
clergymen stated. “‘There are other per- 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here from a recorded radio-telephone panel are 
Rachel Henderlite, of the Assembly’s Training School faculty, and 
Edward J. Humphrey, Westminster church, Richmond, Va. 


WHY THE OLD TESTAMENT 
Why do we include the Old Testa- 


ment in our modern day Bible? 


The New Testament 
does not stand alone. The New Tes- 
tament is a completion of something 
that is already begun. In a sense the 
New Testament is like the third act of 
a drama that would not be understood 
until the first two acts were plaved. The 
Bible is a single story of the way God 
has acted in history for man’s redemp- 
tion. God made a promise to Abraham 
in the Old Testament and renewed it 
with the Chosen people down through 
the ages and brought it to a completion 
in the New Testament in the coming of 
Christ. 

MopERATOR: We would be very much 
poorer without the Old Testament, 
wouldn’t we? 

HENDERLITE: We would not even un- 
derstand the New at all. 

Humpurey: I like those words. 
Wasn't it Augustine who said that the 


HENDERLITE: 


4 


New Testament is enfolded in the Old 
Testament, and the Old Testament is 
unfolded in the New Testament? 


WILL GOD FORGIVE? 

If you are worried and pray to God 
and promise him to be better but then 
do not do your best, will God still for- 
give you? 

HENDERLITE: God always forgives 
wholeheartedly whenever we come to him 
in real repentance. Repentance means a 
distress about what we have been or done 
and a complete turning away from it. 
We do not repent because we have been 
caught in our evil-doing but because we 
love God and want to give ourselves to 
him. When we come to God in prayer, in 
repentance and distress, turning from our 
sin to give ourselves to him completely, 
then, of course, he forgives us completely. 
Actually he asks of us only one thing: 
that we should love him with all of our 
hearts. It is not possible for God’s love 
to break through to us unless we love 
him and give ourselves completely to him. 


sons in Chapel Hill who are opposed to 
segregation for the same reason.” 

John D. Riebel, one of the signers 
present when the letter was presented to 
the board, told the aldermen that “this 
request represents a compromise with us.” 
Mr. Riebel, who is secretary of the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina YMCA, said 
the clergymen favored complete non- 
segregation but realized that “this is the 
South and this is 1954.” 

The minister pointed out that present 
plans call for three adjoining sections in 
the cemetery, two for whites and one for 
Negroes. He proposed that a fourth sec- 
tion be added for persons with convictions 
against segregation. 

Another letter presented to the board 
was from Arthur E. Fink, head of the 
University of North Carolina School of 
Social Work, who stated that “the con- 
troversy seems a bit odd in a community 
that is Christian, as to whether or not 
whites and Negroes should be buried in 
proximity in a city cemetery.” 

“If we really believed and practiced 
the teachings of Jesus,” he said, “ a mat- 
ter of this kind would be settled in such 
a way that we could feel proud of the 
support of Christian morality and de- 
cency. 

“My question is whether the board of 
aldermen have tried to determine what 
their fellow-Christians would want them 
to do. Furthermore, if our aldermen could 
be sure of what Christian teachings would 
require of them, might it not be well to 
follow such teachings?” 

The board referred the ministers’ pro- 
posal to the Citizens Advisory Committee 
which includes a cemetery group who 
originally drew up the policy approved 
by the aldermen. 

John Bennett, chairman of the group, 
said he thought the proposal to set aside 
a section for unsegregated burials was 
“a good idea.” and “would settle the 
problem for a long time to come.” 

But even if there is a non-segregated 
area set up,” he added, “I don’t think 
there will be five bodies in it in the next 
five years.” 

Cemetery Group Bows 

LATER—The Citizens Cemetery Com- 
mittee here recommended that a section 
of the town’s new cemetery be set aside 
for burials on a non-segregated basis. 

In making the recommendation, the 
committee declared “‘it is our opinion that 
there will be very little use made of this 
space, if any.” 

It suggested that if the area is not 
used within a reasonable period of time, 
the city’s board of alderman consider it 
part of the other established sections and 
thus abolish it as a non-segregated area. 

Under the new recommendation, the 
cemetery would be divided into three 
sections, one for whites, one for Negroes 
and one for non-segregated burials. The 
Negro section would be reduced to make 
room for more than 100 non-segregated 
graves, 
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The Time Has Come 


NE does not serve a church for 

thirty-two years without forming 
warm attachments and deep convictions 
that not even time can change. And now 
after two additional years of service on 
a purely voluntary basis, I believe I can 
honestly say that my church means more 
to me today than ever before and I am 
even more completely and unreservedly 
dedicated to its interests and program, if 
that be possible. 

I have been grieved at times in recent 
years by what seemed to me to be im- 
moderate attitudes and language of some 
working earnestly in behalf of church 
union, and equally so by the unyielding 
and unreasonable position of some of my 
warmest friends who hold opposite views. 
For myself, I do not expect church union 
to solve all our problems. Neither do I 
see it as a calamity or cause for bitterness 
and dissension among friends. I had 
dared to hope that more of light and less 
of heat might characterize this period of 
education about reunion whether it should 
take two years or twenty. Unfortunately, 
friction generated either by proponents 
or opponents does not contribute to a 
stronger church whether we merge our 
life with others or continue to live as we 
are at present. 


A Satisfactory Plan 

At this point, let me say I believe the 
time has come for us to exert our best 
efforts to bring about union within our 
Presbyterian family on any reasonable 
basis that does not sacrifice our distinctive 
characteristics. This appears to me sat- 
isfactorily guaranteed by our present 
plan. 

While no basis of union will ever be 
perfect from the point of view of every- 
one in our church, I am confident it is 
not perfect from the viewpoint of the 
other churches either. In the circum- 
stances, I doubt seriously that it ever 
could be made so. This is just part of 
the problem of human relations we live 
with from day to day both inside the 
church and out. I, therefore, am willing 
to accept the plan as it is now, and trust 
to others wiser than I in the light of 
experience to work for greater perfection 
in the years ahead. This I believe is 
both right and possible. 

When I moved into the “Deep South,” 
I expected to find myself in the heart of 
a “sectional” church. To my amaze- 
ment, I do not find it so. I rub elbows 
with Presbyterians from New Jersey, 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Illinois, and 
some even from the West Coast. Yet they 





DR. GRANT resigned two years ago as ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Assembly’s Board of 
Christian Education. He is now director of 
the Department of Institutions of the State of 
Louisiana. He is a ruling elder. 
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By EDWARD D. GRANT 


are as fully at home in my church as I 
am, and I am quite at ease in their pres- 
ence. While for over three decades I 
have lived and worked with the leader- 
ship of the other two Presbyterian 
churches, rarely seeing any great differ- 
ence between their basic loyalties and my 
own, and experiencing a growing respect 
for their churchmanship and Presby- 
terian integrity, I somehow expected some- 
thing different from those in the lower 
ranks. To my joy I find those from other 
churches do not sense any change in their 
church loyalties or demands. Since this 
really is the only extent to which the 
average Presbyterian will ever experience 
church union, I can see no real problem 
for us laymen in a merger of our churches, 
but rather an opportunity for a wider and 
richer Presbyterian fellowship. We have 
not in a long time been a sectional church, 
if indeed we ever were. That day is gone. 
Let us not conspire to bring it back. 


Problems Are Common 

Nor are we in any sense an isolated 
church, secure in our own Deep South, 
with our own distinctive problems, or 
people, or loyalties, or opportunities. The 
currents that have been blowing across 
America for three decades have been 
blowing across us too. We could not have 


escaped them if we had tried. Have we 
distinctive Southern Presbyterian educa- 
tional problems? We can duplicate them 
in every church in America! Or distinc- 
tive theological problems? We have no 
monopoly there either. With regard to 
population trends, radical changes that 
have come about in our society because 
of industrialization, difficulties arising in 
rural churches because of paved highways 
and radios, we are just facing what every 
other church in America is facing. No 
less successfully, I believe, and probably 
no more successfully either. 

We are caught in the same currents, 
fighting the same battles, and I hope 
winning the same war other churches are 
winning, and with God’s help I believe 
we can do it better together than we can 
separately. 

Though I personally have seen no evi- 
dence of it, I am told that in some quar- 
ters discussions of union have generated 
a “Ministry versus Laity” problem. If 
this be true, both those for and those 
against union will be equally hurt. No 
church, whether national or regional, can 
prosper when ministers and laymen are 
separated into competitive groups. This 
strikes a blow at the very heart of 
our Presbyterian system and tends to 
make us weak at our strongest point. 
Ministry and laity in our church have 
grown strong together during these thirty- 


GREATER HORIZONS AND RESOURCES 


By BEN R. 


HE QUESTION of the union of the 

three largest Presbyterian churches 
in our country should be decided in rela- 
tion to the growth of the Kingdom of 
Christ. I am in favor of union because 
it will permit the pooling of the resources 
of our churches and the opening of wider 
vistas and avenues of service. The union 
will be especially effective at the Assem- 
bly level, affecting greatly our enter- 
prises and programs. 

In the sphere of Church Extension the 
union will create a national. church and 
provide nationwide aims and objectives. 
Furthermore, the divisions now embraced 
in our Board of Church Extension, such 
as Evangelism, Negro Work, Town and 
Country, Radio and Television, can be 
vastly improved by the pooling of the 
resources of these three major Presby- 
terian churches. 


In the field of Christian Education we 
shall have equally as great opportunities 





DR. LACY was Moderator of the 1950 Gen- 
eral Assembly. He is president of Union 
Theological Seminary in Virginia. 


LACY, Jr. 


as a result of greatly enlarged resources. 
For example, I am convinced that we 
shall have better programs, lesson helps, 
and publications under the combined 
field, instructional, and editorial staffs 
drawn from our own and our sister 
churches. 


Extended Horizons 


The union will definitely increase the 
outreach of World Missions. At present 
interests and energies are largely confined 
to Mexico, Brazil, Korea, Japan, For- 
mosa, and the Congo. With the union, 
our horizons will be extended, our in- 
terests enlarged, and our young people can 
then literally lift up their eyes upon the 
world as their field. 


There is a personal reason why I 
should like to see the union: I should 
like to be more definitely one in the Lord 
with the many ministers, officers, and 
members of our sister-churches whom I 
have already come to love, and be enabled 
to become acquainted with and have 
closer fellowship with others of these 
devoted Christians. 








four years of my own experience, and at 
no time has one grown at the expense of 
the other. When our ministry is strong, 
our church is strong. When our laity is 
strong, our ministry is stronger, for it is 
they who are ordained and trained to 
lead the laity, not to yield to them their 
own distinctive place in the church. 

I am a layman, and I do not discount 
my position or responsibility when I sug- 
gest that in taking over the leadership 
from the ministry I am a bit out of place, 
and in so doing I discount the ministry 
and do my church and its laity a dis- 
service. Because of this, I do not deplore 
the fact that so many of our ministers are 
in favor of church union. This fact 
rather gives me pause lest I, a layman, 
put myself and my judgment against 
those better trained, and more competent, 
and more fully dedicated to the further- 
ance of the gospel than I, and who see 
in church union the hand of God and the 
clear leadership of the Holy Spirit. 


Concern for the Future 

Let me say that I am tremendously 
interested in our church’s history. In 
fact, I have been «a very small part of it 
for nearly one-third of its existence. 
While I am confident I did not add 
much, I pray that at least I did not de- 
tract too much from its glory. But with- 
out failing to appreciate our church’s 
past, I am honestly more concerned now 
with our church’s future. To me this is 
more bound up with the life of all Amer- 
ica than with our Southern states alone, 
for America is moving South and in- 
undating our region like a great flood, 
whether we like it or not, absorbing us 
into America as a whole, leaving us no 





longer a region all to ourselves which we 
can call our very own. 


Let Us Welcome It 


This to me is the challenge and the 
opportunity before us today, not some- 
thing to be deplored or resisted. Let us 
welcome it with open arms, take time by 
the forelock, look upon it as a call of God 
to play a larger and richer part in our 
national life, and in this light rededicate 


ourselves to a greater and more glorious 
ministry within a great American Pres- 
byterian Church bearing the honorable 
title so like our own, the Presbyterian 
Church of the United States. 

To this, without strife or contention, I 
dedicate my efforts and my prayers. May 
I dare to hope that other laymen who 
also love our Southern Church and its 
ideals and its history may do the same! 


REUNION WILL PLEASE ME — 


By JAMES ROSS McCAIN 


T HAS BEEN my privilege to serve 

on all four committees which our Gen- 
eral Assembly has appointed during the 
last 25 years to negotiate with sister 
Presbyterian denominations for organic 
union. I have served longer on our pres- 
ent permanent committee than any other 
member except Chairman Frank Cald- 
well. We have learned that denomina- 
tional independence is highly cherished 
and that it takes patience and mutual un- 
derstanding within denominations as 
well as between them to complete any 
union. This should not be hurried. 

While favoring the union of the United 
Presbyterian Church and the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States of 
America with our own, I have opposed 
trying to close the contract without a 
longer period of acquaintance and fel- 
lowship and without further modifica- 


DR. MCCAIN, the 1951 Assembly’s Modera- 
tor, was long the president of Agnes Scott 
College, Decatur, Ga. He is a ruling elder, 
Clerk of his Session, and a member of the 
Board of Trustees and chairman of executive 
committee of trustees of Columbia Seminary. 





tions of the Plan of Union. As a com- 
missioner to our last General Assembly, 
I voted against sending the Plan down 
to the presbyteries at this time. I felt 
that waiting would be constructive and 
helpful. 


Go With Majority 


However, when our church through its 
highest court voted decisively against 
further postponement and amendments, 
as a friend of union, I have felt that I 
ought to go with the majority of my 
brethren in seeking that the presbyteries 
face the issues fully, frankly, in friendly 
manner, and under God’s guidance as to 
results. 

In spite of differences, we can trust 
one another, and we can surely trust the 
leading of the Holy Spirit, if we are not 
divisive in spirit, and if we realize that 
the union question ought not to absorb 
our energies so as to cripple the whole 
program of the Church of Christ. I am 
praying that his will may be done. 

It will please me if this means re- 
union with our brethren. 


Pe SOE 


THE CHURCH’S COLLEGE—Men attending the New Orleans convention saw these replicas of important build- 
ings at the church’s colleges and seminaries, the result of careful planning and art work. 
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BOOKS: $9,000—Sales of books at 
this store in the center of the New 
Orleans convention exhibit hall, 
amounted to more than $9,000 in 
two days. O. G. Henry, manager of 
the Dallas store, and in charge of 
Louisiana sales, directed the opera- 
tion. 


American Lutherans 
Approve Merger 

BEATRICE, NEB. (RNS)—Preliminary 
plans for a proposed merger of the Amer- 
ican Lutheran Church with three other 
Lutheran bodies were unanimously ap- 
proved at the 13th biennial convention 
of the A.L.C. here. 

The merger blueprint had already been 
endorsed by the other three bodies—the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and the 
Lutheran Free Church—at denomination- 
al conventions held in June. Total mem- 
bership of the four is just under 1,800,- 
000. 

Officials said representatives of the 
four churches will work on the final 
merger plans during the next year so they 
can be presented for adoption to the sep- 
arate conventions in the summer and 
fall of 1956. 

Prior to voting on the question, the 
convention listened to a report by its 
committee on union and fellowshgp urg- 
ing approval of the preliminary plans and 
heard Henry F. Schuh of Columbus, O., 
ALC president, describe the proposed 
merger as one having “the blessing of 
Almighty God.” 

“God has directed the hearts and 
minds of men and planted within them 
the desire for true Christian fellowship,” 
he said. “The laymen of the church are 
very eager for this merger and some are 
wondering what has been delaying it.” 
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MISSIONS TEST—Here Claire Randall (bending over), Mrs. L. M. Me- 

Cutchen and D. J. Cumming, of the World Missions staff prepare for the 

thousands of delegates who came by their booth. Three missionaries helped 

them during the New Orleans convention. The World Missions exhibit was 
one of the best. 


HATS—Birmingham men gave a festive touch as they went about the con- 
vention in their novelty hats, making everybody particularly conscious of 


the Alabama delegation. 
" 
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EDITORIAL 


New Orleans, 1954 

New Orleans, as the site of a church- 
wide men’s convention now takes its 
place with Atlanta, as the focal center of 
something really big that has happened. 
In an earlier generation, when the Lay- 
men’s Missionary Movement was strong, 
‘great and inspiring meetings were held 
across the church, but Atlanta started a 
new lay movement in 1949, followed by 
the regional meetings two years later. 

Evaluations are not easy to make be- 
cause of different points from which 
measurements are made and also because 
it is not possible to know the far-reaching 
effects of what takes place in any event. 

The total appraisal of the New Orleans 
convention was generally a good one. 
The attendance was high (registrations 
of 7,100 and an overflowing hall at least 
at the final meeting made it clear that 
well over 10,000 people were there). 

Finances were well planned, with 
men’s groups completely underwriting 
the venture in advance and making a reg- 
istration fee unnecessary. (This boom- 
eranged to some extent, since many 
registered, were prepared for—and didn’t 
come. ) 

Although the overall theme, “In God 
We Trust,” offered large possibilities for 
the various addresses and subsidiary em- 
phases, it also opened the door to a form 
of secularism that is all too prevalent and 


3 














a kind of pseudo-patriotic-religion that 
for a good many unthinking men claims 
their full allegiance. 

Nobody would quibble about the 
“Faith in God” and “Faith in Christ” 
themes—until the idea was followed fur- 
ther. Then you could see that what 
Christians mean by faith is not what was 
being planned here at all, for other ad- 
dresses were assigned on “Faith in Our 
Country,” “Faith in Ourselves” and 
“Faith in the Home.” Faith, in the 
Christian vocabulary, just doesn’t mean 
that sort of thing, and it is a major error 
to encourage men to feel that we are 
talking about the same thing at all when 
we use the word faith in such connections. 
This, of course, demands some good, 
sound teaching about the New Testament 
meaning (or the Old Testament, for that 
matter) of what faith is. 

While various speakers were warmly 
and unanimously appreciated, men who 
attended the Atlanta convention were 
convinced that the total list fell below 
the total offering in 1949. The explana- 
tion of this fact is not entirely obvious, 
if it can be ascertained at all. It may 
simply be the difficulty of judging who 
will “deliver the goods.” There are some 
who feel that some of the leading laymen 
who planned the meeting were overly 
cautious; that they were afraid to get 
some men of great ability because they 
would discuss “controversial” subjects 
(church union or segregation, for in- 
stance). In the Atlanta convention they 
certainly spared no hold in coming to 
grips with any important question—and 
that may explain something of the great 
vitality of the Atlanta meeting, with no 
big areas marked “off limits.” 

Some of the New Orleans speakers were 
pretty poor, but no one should be spe- 
cifically blamed. The committee certain- 
ly could not have had any idea that they 
would be so poor, or so lacking in a grasp 
of what a specifically Christian meeting 
ought to deal with. The Friday night 
meeting and the Saturday morning fea- 
ture could have stood a great deal more 
definitely Christian orientation, though 
the Saturday difficulty may be explained 
by a last-minute failure of the leader of 
the group to get there, so you had a 
“deist” emphasis instead of a soundly or 
emphatically Christian note. (After all, 
politicians have as their constituents, not 
only Protestants and Catholics, but also 
Jews—and others.) 

New Orleans Presbyterians certainly 
did their utmost to care for this big 
meeting and they deserve the grateful 
thanks of all of us. Some non-Presby- 
terian commercial interests, as conven- 
tion handlers discovered, had a highly 
gilt-edged hospitality and they got all 
they could out of it. 

Such a big and expensive undertaking, 
consuming an unimaginable amount of 
time and energy of many people—is it 
worth it? You can get all kinds of an- 


swers, and it depends to some extent on 
standards of value. 

If the men who attend such a meeting 
catch a glimpse of new horizons chal- 
lenging them, or if they are stirred to a 
vision of their lives linked with Christ, 
or if they find their way into new and 
richer paths of churchmanship, money is 
no factor and no work can be too great. 

Many a man, coming from some iso- 
lated or struggling congregation, catches 
a new vision of his church and his world; 
he finds himself in step (or out) with 
thousands of others like himself; and 
he goes back home a different, and, let 
us hope, a better man. 

It is unquestionable that the New Or- 
leans convention has sent countless men 
home less satisfied with themselves, more 
aware of the Christian claims, more alert 
to the needs of their church, and, of all 
things, more completely committed. 


Union and New Orleans 


The opponents of union employed in- 
teresting tactics in regard to the New Or- 
leans Men’s Convention. At their Weav- 
erville meeting in August they adopted 
a statement urging convention leaders 
to tell every speaker that they were not 
to use the convention “as a propaganda 
base for either side of the church union 
issue.” 

Whether speakers were also sent copies 
of the resolution or had the information 
conveyed to them in some other way is 
not clear—but they did stay off the sub- 
ject, which, in a meeting facing the 
greatest issues before our church, would 
not ordinarily be the case. 

It should be recognized that the 
Weaverville group feels the same way 
about the General Assembly. That is, if 
it could so arrange it, everybody would be 
prohibited from discussing the subject at 
the Assembly. The Weaverville group 
does not like it when fraternal delegates 
talk about issues that are real, vital and 
of great concern to them. Indeed, they 
employ abusive language about them 
when they refer to union. (Example: 
They think they have a good joke when 
they describe fraternal delegates’ mes- 
sages as “fraternal cheating” instead of 
fraternal greetings.) They just don’t 
like for the Assembly to consider this 
question. When it does, they say we 
have departed from ‘“‘the true mission of 
the church.” 


So, if rumors are true, that anti-union 
areas failed to work to send men to New 
Orleans for fear they would be exposed 
to discussions about union, that would 
fit into the larger picture. It is possible 
that they remember that the summons 
that moved the men in the Atlanta con- 
vention to their greatest demonstration 
was that of Roe Bartle when he called 
them to work and pray for union. Note: 
Except for an Amen and a few handclaps 
when Governor McKeldin testified for 
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Footnote to Acts 25, 26 


GUILTY OR NOT GUILTY? 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


OME scholars have thought that one 

purpose of the book of Acts may have 
been to show that the Roman Empire had 
nothing to fear from the Christian re- 
ligion; on the contrary, that Christians 
had a great contribution to make to the 
Empire. Be that as it may, the book of 
Acts was most probably written at a time 
when Christianity was under suspicion, 
when men were jailed and executed 
simply because they were confessed Chris- 
tians. The story in Acts tells how the 
first leading representative and propa- 
gandist for the new religion, Paul of 
Tarsus, had been tried over and over 
again before Roman tribunals and found 
innocent. 

Of course, there had been Philippi and 
Ephesus and other places where Paul, 
arrested, was later released because no 
charge could be found against him that 
would stick. But those were episodes en 
route. The whole latter part of the 
book, beginning in Chap. 22 with his 
arrest by the castle police to keep him 
from being beaten to death by the temple 





total abstinence, not a single speaker was 
interrupted by applause in New Orleans. 

In the same connection, it should be 
remembered that the Weaverville group 
does not like for anybody to speak on be- 
half of union in the meetings it sponsors. 
We have had some amazing instances of 
arrangements in different parts of the 
church with advocates of union carefully 
kept from the platform. 

Just now the mails are being flooded 
with the most sinister kind of charges 
against devout and able Christian lead- 
ers, particularly in the USA church. The 
Weaverville leaders appear not to want 
the truth about these men to get to our 
people. Erroneous statements are cor- 
rected time and again from public plat- 
forms and in print but opponents of 
union continue to repeat them just the 
same, 

According to our information, the 
men’s convention leaders were unwilling 
to seek by any means to put any speaker 
in a straightjacket any more than you 
would tell a preacher what to say when 
he goes into the pulpit. 

Do you suppose it is possible that the 
people who wrote and approved that res- 
olution overlooked the fact that God 
might have wanted something said about 
union to the men who came to New Or- 
leans? If so, should the speakers have 
listened to him or to the Weaverville 
group? 

Any who spoke about it would have 
been in very good company—the best, 
in fact, for the General Assembly itself 
has spoken for union. 
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mob, is one continuous story of official 
examinations, trials, appeals and ver- 
dicts. The verdict in Paul’s case was 
always Not Guilty. 

What we have to understand is not 
only the reasons for the charges but the 
reasons for the verdicts—all unanimously 
Not Guilty. 

Against Paul there was the undeniable 
fact that in many places where he went 
there were disturbances. Question marks, 
as it were, had appeared after his name. 
He was a controversial figure. Accusa- 
tions had been constantly made against 
him. Actual riots had occurred in which 
he was the central figure. It could be 
said, and it was said, that he was a dis- 
turbing element. He and his followers 
had been called outright subversives— 
“those who turn the world upside down” 
—revolutionaries, in short. 

There were then, as there are now, 
those who easily suppose that where there 
is smoke there must be fire; that if a man 
has been accused often enough and loudly 
enough he must be guilty, else why the 
accusations? Furthermore, it could be 
shown, and doubtless was shown, that his 
teaching tended to depart from standard 
—that is, familiar—patterns. He seemed 
to be teaching that there is a Power 
higher than Caesar, a notion which to 
the official Roman mind was both treason 
and heresy together. He had broken with 
the laws of his own people, or so it was 
said. The Romans were a tolerant but 
law-abiding people, in the main. They 
had no objection to Judaism, though no 
ambition to imitate Jews. But they did 
respect law themselves and they respected 
those little islands of people like the 
Jews, who might be odd but whose oddi- 
ties were legally regularized. 

They were suspicious of any non- 
Jewish Jew. If he would not keep his 
own tribal laws, could the Empire expect 
anything better from him? 

So the Roman authorities always took 
the charges against Paul seriously. They 
never, so to speak, non-suited the case at 
first hearing. Something was there which 
needed explaining. The verdict would 
seem to be Guilty. 

But after Paul had spoken for himself 
the verdict was always Not Guilty. (In- 
cidentally, though Paul on at least one 
occasion had to face a hostile lawyer, he 
never employed one himself. Perhaps 
his direct approach made its own ap- 
peal.) 

Paul rested his case on his record. His 
defense was not so much a set of argu- 
ments as it was a story. He told what his 
life had been, what had happened, what 
he had done and why. He would bring 





out three points: his life, his achieve- 
ments, his faith. 

As to his life, Paul did not say to the 
Romans what he said to the Christians 
in Galatia: ‘I live, yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me.” No pagan Roman could 
have understood that. What he did em- 
phasize was that his life was law-abiding. 
He lived after the manner of his fathers, 
that is to say, the Ten Commandments 
were his basic code of behavior. The 
Romans could understand that very well. 

Paul was not one of those who sup- 
pose that the law of Love supersedes or 
antiquates the Ten Commandments. 
Love summarizes and expresses the Com- 
mandments, which in turn channel Love; 
and Love motivates their keeping. But 
Paul never mentioned the word “love” 
in a Roman court. It would only make 
him sound more crazy than ever. What 
he did in his defense was to point to his 
“manner of life.” Am I to be arrested 
for that? was the question. 


HEN Paul spoke of his achievements, 

‘he made not the slightest attempt to 
hide the fact that his recent career had been 
devoted to life-changing. It is possible 
that his various judges might have heard 
of some of his converts. At all events, 
Paul had written, or would write, to 
some of them: “Such (thieves, adulterers, 
criminals) were some of you; but you 
have been washed... .” 

Paul could afford to give names and 
addresses. Indeed some of his converts 
were never far away. He could well 
make the challenge: I dare you to deny 
that such men are better citizens after 
they are Christ’s men than before! 

And then Paul testified to his personal 
religious faith. This again was some- 
thing which Roman officialdom could 
scarcely understand. Like Pilate, when 
their prisoner began to speak of spiritual 
things they would cut him off with a 
short laugh. But after all, in that Ro- 
man world so full of religious high and 
low, even the more cynical authorities 
had learned to distinguish between re- 
ligions that might properly be licensed 
and those that had to be crushed by the 
police, religions that were good for the 
people and religions that were bad for 
the people. A magistrate, a highly placed 
official, a governor or petty king might 
believe nothing at all himself; but he 
could be shrewd enough to see that the 
kind of faith Paul professed was no more 
than crazy, at worst . . . and suppose it 
were true? Felix trembled at the very 
possibility. But if it were true? In one’s 
better moments one could wish it were. 
Hallucination it might be, but an angelic 
one. 

Perhaps the various men who exam- 
ined Paul felt that if this superstition 
finally over-ran the whole Empire (as 
eventually it did!) the world would be 
a better place to live in. 








OUTLOOK AT NEW ORLEANS— 
Here, during the men’s convention, 
THE OUTLOOK told its story, with 
the help of numbers of hostesses 
from the New Orleans churches. 
Central feature of the exhibit was a 
‘Place the Agency’’ contest, iden- 
tifying pictures from schools, col- 
leges, seminaries, orphans homes, 
boards and agencies. In cooperation 
with the Reading Improvement Serv- 
ice at Tulane University, they dem- 
onstrated how people can speed-up 
their reading (and comprehension), 
witn a subtle suggestion that read- 
ing THE OUTLOOK is also a big help 
to anybody. The sad, sad story of 
“Corpuscle Jones’ helped stimulate 
the same idea. Meanwhile, publi- 
cation of THE OUTLOOK’S Conven- 
tion Daily (7,000-10,000 copies per 
issue) was a major obligation—and 
attraction. 


Churchmen Organize 
Football Cheering Section 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. (RNS) — The 


men’s club of Grace Presbyterian church 
here has constituted itself a private 
cheering section for a fellow member, 
Murray Warmath, University of Minne- 
sota football coach. 

Each Saturday when there is a home 
game, the club charters a bus to take its 
members to the university stadium. After 
the game, the men return to the church for 
coffee and doughnuts and for their own 
session of “quarterbacking.” 
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TO OUR FELLOW SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS 


Brethren in Christ Throughout 
The Presbyterian Church, U.S.: 


We are in the midst of a momentous debate 
regarding a plan for the union of three branches 
of the Presbyterian Church. Whether this debate 
serves the purposes of God and His Kingdom de- 
pends upon how we conduct it. 

We have noted with growing apprehension and 
distress the attempts that are being made to 
discredit eminent and consecrated leaders of 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, by casting asper- 
sions upon their orthodoxy and patriotism. If 
any presbyteries reach their final decision on the 
basis of false witness against our brethren in other 
Presbyterian Churches, no good will come from 
it, either for them or for our church as a whole. 
An objective and fair discussion of men’s beliefs 
based on factual evidence is desirable, but charac- 
ter assassination based on hearsay, rumors, half- 
truths, misrepresentations, and innuendo is a de- 
nial of Christ’s law of love and a sin against the 
Holy Spirit. 

Our church has strongly condemned such 
methods. In 1934, our General Assembly ex- 
pressed “emphatic disapproval of the practice of 
circulating pamphlets or letters or articles through 
the Church attacking the orthodoxy or Christian 
character of ministers or courts of the Church.” 
Such a principle should certainly apply to our 
brethren in sister Presbyterian churches as well 


as in our Cs In 1953, our Assembly further 
voted: ‘Tat the church papers and individuals 
shall be urged always to keep their statements in 
accordance with the facts involved and in the 
light of Christian love and mutual forbearance.” 


In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ we protest 
against the methods described above. In par- 
ticular, we are concerned about the attacks being 
made upon Dr. John. A. Mackay, President of 
Princeton Theological Seminary and recent Mod- 
erator of the USA Assembly, Dr. Eugene C. Blake, 
Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
and others. 


We wish to pay our tribute to Dr. Mackay as 
one of the most genuine Christians, one of the 
most authentic Calvinists, and one of the greatest 
Protestant leaders of our time. Attempts to 
smear Dr. Mackay, Dr. Blake, and other Chris- 
tian leaders are an expression of forces which 
threaten the unity of the Body of Christ. 

As the debate on Presbyterian union continues, 
let us avoid personal accusations and show gen- 
erous appreciation of our Christian brethren, 
whose life and ministry have been manifestly 
blessed by God. May He enable us all, in our 
thoughts and words, to put into practice the ad- 
monition of the Apostle Paul: 


“Wherefore, putting away falsehood, speak ye 
truth each one with his neighbor: for we are 
are members one of another.” 





Olof Anderson 
Louisville, Kentucky 
W. A. Benfield, Jr. 
Louisville, Kentucky 
Hunter B. Blakely 
Richmond, Virginia 
Marion A. Boggs 
Little Rock, Ark. 
Wade H. Boggs 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Lawrence W. Bottoms 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Frank C. Brown 
Atlanta, Georgia 
John R. Brown 
Houston, Texas 
Frank H. Caldwell 
Louisville, Kentucky 
Chester R. Cole 
Dallas, Texas 
John R. Cunningham 
Davidson, N.C. 
A. L. Currie 
Nashville, Tenn. 
C. Grier Davis 
Asheville, N.C. 





Lee G. Davy 
Kingsport, Tenn. 
Marshall C. Dendy 
Richmond, Virginia 
S. Wilkes Dendy 
Dalton, Georgia 
Charles E. Diehl 
Memphis, Tenn. 
John B. Dickson 
Tampa, Florida 
William M. Elliott, Jr. 
Dallas, Texas 
James E. Fogartie 
Fort Smith, Ark. 
Kenneth J. Foreman 
Louisville, Ky. 
Joseph B. Fraser 
Hinesville, Georgia 
Robert Excell Fry 
Hollywood, Florida 
Harry G. Goodykoontz 
Louisville, Ky. 
J. B. Green 
Avondale Estates, Ga. 
Mrs. H. D. Haberyan 
Shreve port, La. 


Warner L. Hall 
Charlotte, N.C. 
Frank S. Hay 
Charleston, S. C. 
R. W. Jablonowski 
Fort Worth, Texas 
James W. Jackson 
Columbia, S.C. 
John K. Johnson 
Oxford, Mississippi 
Halbert M. Jones 
Laurinburg, N.C. 
James A. Jones 
Charlotte, N.C. 
Paul Tudor Jones 
Mem phis, Tenn. 
Robert E. Kell 
Bristol, Virginia 
Charles L. King 
Houston, Texas 
Albert J. Kissling 
Jacksonville, Florida 
Charles E. S. Kraemer 
Richmond, Virginia 


Benjamin R. Lacy, Jr. 


Richmond, Virginia 


John S. Land 
New Orleans, La. 
Joseph B. Ledford 
Kansas City, Mo. 
John H. Leith 
Auburn, Alabama 
Walter L. Lingle 
Davidson, N.C. 
R. Matthew Lynn 
Midland, Texas 
J. Herndon McCain 
Birmingham, Ala. 
James Ross McCain 
Decatur, Georgia 
James I. McCord 
Austin, Texas 
Wave H. McFadden 
Monroe, Louisiana 
D. P- McGeachy, Jr. 
Clearwater, Florida 
P. D. Miller 
Atlanta, Georgia 
D. T. Moore 
Lewisburg, W. Va. 


J. J. Murray 
Lexington, Virginia 
Stuart R. Oglesby 
Atlanta, Georgia 
S. J. Patterson 
Richmond, Virginia 
W. E. Phifer, Jr. 
Kansas City, Mo. 
Frank W. Price 
Lexington, Virginia 
Edward V. Ramage 
Birmingham, Alabama 
John A. Redhead 
Greensboro, N.C. 
Nat K. Reiney 
Lewisburg, Tenn. 
E. L. Repass 
Salem, Virginia 
Peyton N. Rhodes 
Memphis, Tenn. 
J. McDowell Richards 
Decatur, Georgia 


J. Martin Singleton 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
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A STUDY IN VALUES 


Sunday School Lesson for November 14, 1954 
Proverbs 11:27-28; 13:7; 15:13-17; 20:11-12; 22:1-4 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


There is a tendency in modern life to 
equate success with wealth. That is true 
not only in the case of business men, but 
more and more also in the case of the 
professions, even those which at one time 
were regarded as the most highly ideal- 
istic. Even the ministry is not completely 
exempt from this judgment of the market 
place. As Thorstein Veblen put it, “To 
‘do well,’ in modern phrase, means to 
engross something appreciably more of 
the community’s wealth than falls in the 
common run.’’ Money has not only be- 
come the standard of success, but also 
for many the roadway to happiness. How 
many there are who are convinced that 
they would find the happiness which has 
so far eluded them if only they had the 
means to gratify their various whims. 
Poverty and Wealth 

This high evaluation of wealth is not 
peculiar to our present age, though prob- 
ably there has never been an age when 
there have been so many engaged in the 
mad pursuit of wealth. In Old Testa- 
ment days, too, there were those who 
valued money above all else. But the 


wise men of Israel realized that life had 
other values which were far more to be 
desired and which wealth could by no 
means insure. 

They did not indeed despise wealth. 
Says R. F. Horton in the Expositor’s 
Bible 


“The first thing to be noted in the book 
of Proverbs is its frank and full recog- 
nition that wealth has its advantages and 
poverty has its disadvantages. There is 
No quixotic attempt to overlook, as many 
moral and spiritual systems do, the per- 
fectly obvious facts of life. The extrava- 
gance and exaggeration which led St. 
Francis to choose poverty as his bride 
find no more sanction in this ancient 
wisdom than in the sound teaching of 
our Lord and his Apostles. The rich 
man’s wealth is his strong city, we are 
told (10:15; 18:11), and as a high wall 
in his own imagination, while the de- 
struction of the poor is their poverty... . 
The rich man gains many advantages 
through his power of making gifts; it 
brings him before great men (18:16), it 
procures him universal friendship, such 
as it is (19:6; 14:20), it enables him to 
pacify the anger of an adversary (21:14), 
for indeed a gift is as a precious stone 
in the eyes of him that hath it, wither- 
soever it turneth it prospereth (17:8). 
Not only does wealth make many friends 
(19:3), it also secures positions of in- 
fluence and authority over those who are 
poorer. ... 

“On the other hand the poor man has 
to use entreaties (18:23). His poverty 
separates him from his neighbors and 
even incurs his neighbor’s hatred (18:23). 
Nay worse than this, his friends go far 
from him, when he calls after them they 
quickly get out of reach (19:7), while the 
necessity of borrowing from wealthier 
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men keeps him in a position of continual 
bondage (22:7). Indeed nothing can 
compensate for being without the necessi- 
ties of life: ‘Better is he that is lightly 
esteemed and is his own servant, than 
he that honoreth himself and lacketh 
bread (12:9).” 

But while the Wise Men who wrote 
Israel’s proverbs readily conceded that 
wealth has its advantages and poverty 
its disadvantages they insisted that there 
were some values which money could not 
buy, and which in the last analysis were 
to be preferred before it. Some of the 
proverbs which point in this direction 
have been gathered for our present lesson. 
Each of the proverbs makes a contrast 
—most of them between the true wealth 
and the false. ‘The key word or phrase 
is “but” or “better than”; ‘He who trusts 
in his riches will wither but the righteous 
will flourish like a green leaf”; “A good 
name is to be chosen rather than great 
riches and favor is better than silver or 
gold.” 

In the Uniform Lesson Commentary 
Robert W. Stackel writes: 

“Hardly a word in his passage has to 
be changed to apply to present times. 
‘Silver and gold’ becomes stocks and 
bonds. ‘A fatted ox’ becomes steak smoth- 
ered in onions. ‘A dinner of herbs’ be- 
comes bread and water. Otherwise, the 
whole passage speaks pointedly to the 
modern day. Many are still selling out 
to the values that are reckoned in terms 
of money. Others are trying to compro- 
mise the two ways of life. Jesus said this 


was impossible. ‘You cannot serve God 
and mammon.’ (Mt. 6:24.)” 


Life’s Greatest Values 


What are some of the values to be pre- 
ferred above material gain ? 

One is integrity. As the sage puts it in 
11:27: ‘He who diligently seeks good seeks 
favor, but evil comes to him who searches 
for it.” “All men,” David Thomas com- 
ments, “pursue one of two opposite moral 
objects— good or evil.” Some are en- 
gaged in the search for the good—for 
what is good for them, for their families, 
for their community, for mankind in gen- 
eral. There are others who are engaged 
in the search for what is bad for them, 
for their families, for their community, 
for mankind in general. The destiny of 
these two the text suggests is widely dif- 
ferent. “He who diligently seeks good 
seeks favor”—the divine favor, we pre- 
sume, for only so can one really seek the 
good. If that divine favor is not ap- 
parent in this world it will be in the next. 
On the other hand the man who is en- 
gaged in the search for that which is not 
good will find that evil has come upon 
him— it may be in this life, it will cer- 
tainly be true in the next. It is impos- 


sible for a man who gives his life to that 
which is evil, sooner or later not to reap 
what he has sown. 

Character, not wealth, the sage con- 
tinues, avails in the crises of life. ‘He 
who trusts in his riches,” the proverb 
reads, “Will wither, but the righteous will 
flourish like a green leaf.” There is no 
condemnation of wealth here, but only 
a warning that he who puts his trust in 
wealth will find that there will come 
times when wealth as such cannot sustain 
him. In times of peril, of sifting, of 
tragedy and loss it is a man’s integrity 
that carries him through. Of course there 
are situations where money is invaluable, 
where, without it, a man and his family 
will inevitably suffer. But there are so 
many things which money cannot buy, for 
example, faith, hope, love, courage and 
peace. Wealth does not guarantee hap- 
piness. Ifa man is to weather the storms 
that arise in his domestic life, to hold 
his friends, to face misfortune and loss 
of health, he must have character which 
wealth does not create, and which it some- 
times tends to destroy. 

“Even a child makes himself known 
by his acts, whether what he does is pure 
and right.” So reads Proverbs 20:11. 
In other words even a child betrays his 
character by his acts; that older persons do 
likewise is to be taken for granted. Char- 
acter, then, which is to be valued more 
highly than riches, is formed in child- 
hood and youth, and is reflected in one’s 
actions long before he reaches the age 
of manhood. It follows, as E. H. Plump- 
tre has suggested, that “the graces or the 
faults of children are not trifles, as they 
are often deemed to be.” 

“The hearing ear and the seeing eye, 
the Lord has made them both.” 

Since God has made both eyes and ears 
he wants them to be used for our good 
and for his glory. We have to look where 
we are going, of course. But beyond that 
there is a wide variety of choices open 
to us.. What shall we read, or what shall 
our children read, horror comics, trashy 
literature, the newspapers, the cheap mag- 
azines or the better ones, books, and if 
so, what books and what about the Book 
of Books? And what shall we go to see 
—what will amuse only, or also what will 
elevate, what will debase our ideals, or 
what will enlarge our sympathies. And 
what shall we hear? What shall we 
choose out of the many sounds that come 
over the radio or the TV? And what 
sort of conversation shall we encourage ? 
The answer we give to these and related 
questions reveal character and also help 
to form character. 

Another of life’s great values is sin- 
cerity. “One man pretends to be rich, 
yet has nothing,” the proverb reads, “an- 
other pretends to be poor, yet has great 
wealth.” This is one of the many verses, 
obscure in the King James and American 
Standard versions, which becomes crystal 
clear in the Revised Standard Version. 
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The author is contrasting two equally 
obnoxious shams—one who pretends to 
be rich, the other who pretends to be poor. 
One, he suggests, is just as bad as the 
other. Both put on a false front—but 
why ? 

The man who pretends to be rich 
evidently wants to impress his neighbors. 
So he lives beyond his means, runs up 
bills which he cannot pay, it may be, or 
spends his money where it shows, not 
where it really counts. And such a man 
is always tempted to win money in im- 
proper ways. But why does a man pre- 
tend to be poor when actually he is not? 
Ask the man or woman who tries to raise 
money for any worthy causes. Some of 
the well-to-do give very generously, in 
accordance with their means, but not all, 
by any means. 

Cheerfulness is another quality which 
the Proverbs commend. ‘‘A glad heart,” 
we read, “‘makes a cheerful countenance, 
but by sorrow of heart the spirit is 
broken.” Note it is the heart that makes 
the difference—not necessarily the out- 
ward circumstances, but the inner dispo- 
sition. The glad heart is found just as 
often in a hut as in a mansion. And 
sorrow of heari is found as often among 
the rich as among the poor. It is a glad 
heart that makes a cheerful countenance; 
and it is sorrow in the heart that breaks 
a man’s spirit. “Why don’t you get 
stomach ulcers from the unjust criticism 
you are constantly getting?” E. Stanley 
Jones was asked. He laughed and said, 
“Why, I’ve learned how to laugh.”’ Most 
people do not find the happiness they long 
for because they seek it in happenings. 
And as Dr. Jones points out: 

“Happiness comes from inner relations, 
not from happenings. . . . The Christian’s 
joy is not in what he possesses, nor in 
what he does, nor in what others do for 
him. It is in relationships that abide 
amid the flux of possession and non-pos- 
session, of success and failure, of good 
treatment and ill-treatment. The Chris- 
tian can do without anything on earth— 
even life on earth, for he has a permanent 
eternal life now which is rooted in eter- 
nity.” 

“All the days of the afflicted are evil,” 
runs another of the proverbs, ‘but a cheer- 
ful heart has a continual feast.” The 
days of the afflicted are evil, it means, 








unless one has a cheerful heart. But the 
cheerful heart can rise above circum- 
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stances and enjoy life, as though it were 
a continual feast, in spite of the outward 
circumstances, loss of possessions, loss 
of health, loss of popularity. “If you 
are gloomy,” says Dr. Jones, ‘‘don’t look 
around for the cause; look within.” As 
Lincoln once said, “A person is about as 
happy as he makes up his mind to be.” 

Another value commended in the Prov- 
erbs is knowledge. As we read in 15:13, 
“The mind of him who has understanding 
seeks knowledge, but the mouths of fools 
feed on folly.” As Dr. Stackel com- 
ments, ‘“The wise mind is always eager to 
learn more, realizing that knowledge is 
illimitable. The foolish mind thinks it 
already knows all and is resistant to 
further growth. The iron-hooped men- 
tality is folly.” And this value, like the 
others we are considering, is not based 
on wealth. The man of means can send 
his son to the most expensive schools and 
vive him the privilege of travel, but his 
money is no guarantee that his son will 
learn; the poorest boy in America, on the 
other hand, can secure an education. if 
he really desires to do so. Even so we 
ire not to think that knowledge is bound 
up with formal schooling. Many a man 
with a college degree has long since 
closed his mind to all new truth; many a 
man with little schooling will continue 
to enrich his mind with the riches avail- 
able to all who seek. In our blessed land 
knowledge is available to all. 

Another of life’s greatest values which 
money cannot buy is love. ‘Better is a 
dinner of herbs where love is,”’ the Prov- 
erb runs, “than a fatted ox and hatred 
with it.” One can build a magnificent 
mansion if he has the means, and set a 
lavish table, but the home will still not 
be a happy one unless there is love between 
husband and wife, and parents and chil- 
dren. It is far better to have such love 
in the humblest of homes than to have a 
beautiful home and lack it. And judging 
from newspaper accounts, wealth and 
fame often seem to be an obstacle to the 
realization of that domestic happiness 
which every normal man or woman de- 
sires in his inmost heart. 

Still another value which is to be pre- 
ferred to great riches, Proverbs 22:1 
points out, is “a good name.” This prov- 
erb like the others does not deny that 
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silver and gold are good; it does not 
state that one cannot have both riches and 
“favor,” i.e., the regard of one’s fellow- 
men. But it does indicate that there are 
times when one must choose, and that 
when such a choice is presented, the wise 
man will choose the good name and the 
esteem of those who are benefitted by his 
decision. The second clause explains 
the first. The good name is the good 
reputation, the favor or esteem of others 
which comes from “looking not only upon 
our own things but also upon the things 
of others.” 

Generally speaking a good name pays 
in material dividends. There are ex- 
ceptions, to be sure, but they are excep- 
tions. A good name, a deserved reputa- 
tion, the esteem of our fellowmen, even 
if they do not bring material rewards, 
brings greater and more enduring hap- 
piness than wealth secured at their ex- 
pense. A good name will stand us in 
good stead when we stand before the 
judgment bar of our Lord; wealth, dis- 
honestly gained or selfishly expended will 
condemn us. 

Self-respect is another value to be 
cherished by us all—-regardless of outward 
circumstance. “The rich and the poor 
meet together; the Lord is the maker of 
them all.’ Since God is not impressed 
by a man’s outward lot, neither should 
any mortal be. Rich and poor should 
meet together as equals. “Because God 
has made us, rich and poor alike, we 
represent the greatest value on earth. 
There is no earthly value which exceeds 
the ultimate value of a human person.” 

Another value which all of us are 
to cultivate is prudence, for “a prudent 
man sees danger and hides himself;” 
while ‘the simple go on and suffer for it. 

La-t, but by no means the least of the 
values commended by the Sage in the 
passages chosen for our present study, 
is the fear of the Lord. “Better is a little 
with the fear of the Lord,” we read in 
15:16. “than great treasure and trouble 
with it.” and again in 22:4 “The reward 
for humility and fear of the Lord is 
riches and honor and life.” The fear of 
the Lord does not always bring earthly 
riches, but it brings life’s truest riches; 
it does not always win honor in the eyes 
of the populace, but it wins us favor in 
the eves of the Judge of all mankind; it 
does not always bring longevity, but it 
puts us on the path which leads to life 
eternal. Unless one does cultivate a fear 
of the Lord, he stands to lose finally every 
other value. 


Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


NOT BY THE DOOR. By James B. Hall. 
Random House, Inc., New York. 249 pp., 
$3.00. 

Of the misinterpretation of ministers 
and their work, particularly at the hands 
of people who do not know or understand 
the ministry, there seems to be no end. 
Let us hope that such writing has signed 
its own doom in this preacher novel. 

The author of this book has sunk to 
an all-time low in this field. His effort 
to justify the immorality, greed and 
schemang of the “Reverend” Howard 
Marcham on the basis of crude family 
background, war experience and shoddy 
theological training is unconvincing. No 
doubt there are two-faced Mrs. Hobbats 
in congregations, also immoral Newton 
Hardestys who by their wealth and com- 
munity power seek to run the church, 
preacher and his family. But such people 
are not the church, nor do they offer 
an excuse for such a ministry as that 
which Marcham carried on. 

The style is labored. Coined words 
and strained descriptions are tedious. The 
book is not worth reading. 

OLoF ANDERSON, JR. 





Louisville, Ky. 


TRUTH AND REVELATION. By Nicholas 


Berdyaev. Harper and Brothers, New York. 
156 pp., $2.50. 
The late Archbishop Temple called 


Nicholas Berdvaev one of the most im- 
portant thinkers of our time. This small 
volume, published after his death, is in 
a sense the summing up of Berdyaev’s 
philosophy of revelation. It involves a 
divine-human encounter, and is brought 
to us in the form of a critique of revela- 
tion, analogous to Kant’s critique of rea- 
son. Berdyaev, with this worthy goal in 
mind, fails to realize its fulfillment. 
While some excellent foundation work 
has been laid, the doctrines with which 
he deals—redemption, personal salvation, 
the paradox of evil, the last judgment, 
and hell—are only superficially rede- 
fined. One wonders whether, if Berdyaev 
had lived, he might have enlarged this 
hook considerably. 

There is value here, if for no other rea- 
son than that its postulates will make the 
evangelical Christian think. The Pres- 
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byterian will disagree with his lack of 
regard for the sovereignty of God and his 
labeling of the doctrine of predestination 
as “monstrous.”’ Others will find his 
treatment of hell weak. One cannot read 
Berdyaev without rethinking his own doc- 
trinal positions. 

Think not that this is light reading. 
To grasp fully the writings of this 
thoughtful Russian one must be _ thor- 
oughly oriented in philosophy. To un- 
derstand his position one will find it 
necessary to re-read certain passages 
many times. but if the reader is able 
to make constructive use of criticism of 
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the highest level, he will find it worth 
his effort to work through this book, even 
though it will require his closest atten- 


tion. 
GEORGE STAPLES. 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 
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FOR SALE 

SAFETY BATTERY CANDLE for candle 
lieht service, $2 each. $15.00 per dozen, 
Leaflet mailed, Lindner 153-PO West 33 
street, New York City. 
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If you are on the kitchen committee of your church, 
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with our new MONROE ‘Tables. NOW, 
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CLOTHS. Send for catalog with direct factory prices 
and money-saving discounts to institutions. 

MONROE CO., 80 Church Street, Colfax, lowa 


LY or TFS Tea yitte 


\ eae. (EES 
ABANQUET TABLES 


at no extra cost, 
with completely finished tops, highly resistant to 









15 





ed 


versity Library 


om 


Duke Uni 


Surhan, N. C, 





MENTION 


CHANGES 

Charles A. Sheldon, I1!1, Dunlap Memo- 
rial church, Shreveport, La., will become 
pastor of the First church, Bryan, Texas, 
Dec. 1. 

Fred L. Reeves, Eudora, Ark., will be- 
come field secretary of church exténsion 
for New Orleans Presbytery, effective 
Nov. 1. 

Walter F. Hall, Indianola, Miss., will 
become pastor of the Inglewood church, 
1440 McGavock Pike, Nashville, Tenn., 
Nov. 1. 

J. Clyde Plexico, Jr., from Seneca, S. C., 
to First church, Cartersville, Ga. 

Vance Barron from Charleston, S. C., 
to 513 E. Franklin St., Chapel Hill, N. C. 

H. T. Bridgman from Houma, La., to 
McClellanville, S. C. 

James S. Bair from Ford City, Pa., to 
R. D., Neponset, IIl. 

George R. Edwards from 
N. C., to the Blacknall church, 2038 
Englewood Ave., Durham, N. C. 

Raymond P. Sharp from Summersville, 
W. Va., to Laurel, Va. 

Gaines B. Hall from Mezquite, Texas, to 
1420 N. Washington, Odessa, Texas. 

Benson Cain from Kobe, Japan, to Shi- 
koku Christian College, Zentsuji, Kagawa 
Ken, Japan. 

John |. Rhea 
N. Y., to Chap. 
APO 403, N. Y. 

A. C. E. Gillander from Indianapolis, 
Ind., to 2000 S. Buckeye St., Kokomo, Ind. 

J. Elbert Nash from Albuquerque, N. M., 
to Myrtle Creek, Ore. 

F. R. McAlister from Brighton, Tenn., 
to 2207 Boulevard Hts., Anderson, 8S. C. 

Charles Haddon Nabers, who has been 
in Thomasville, Ga., will be at 416 E. 
Shotwell St., Bainbridge, Ga., until the 
end of December. 

Joel E. May, Dardanelle, Ark., will be- 
come pastor of the First church, Paris, 
Texas, Nov. 1. 

Cecil H. Lang, executive secretary of 
Dallas Presbytery, has moved from the 
Presbyterian building to Rooms 1014-18 
Gibraltar Life Bldg., Harwood and Bryan 
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Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 

A spendidly trained faculty of Chris- 
tian men and women. 


A good place for an investment. 
DAVID K. ALLEN, President 


college for 





Sts., in Dallas. The Director of Christian 
Education is also there. 


DOCTORATE 

William E. Phipps, professor of Bible 
at Peace College, was recently awarded 
the degree of Doctor of Philosophy by 
the University of St. Andrews, Scotland. 
His thesis: “The Attitude of the Apostle 
Paul toward Scripture.” 


DEATHS 

Thomas Williamson Hooper, 73, pastor 
at Culpeper, Va., for 47 years and for- 
merly stated clerk of the synod, died in 


a Richmond hospital October 15. Dr, 
Hooper saw service as a chaplain in 
World War I. He was a leading figure 
in various Masonic orders, 

John Reid Love, A. R. P. pastor of 
York, S. C., died Oct. 15 at his home. 
WHITE LECTURER 

Pierce Harris, First Methodist pastor, 
Atlanta, Ga., is the Ashlin White lecturer 
for the First church, Mooresville, N. C., 
Nov. 1-5, speaking each evening. Opening 
lectures for the week will be by Robt. 
Ashlin White, Jr., and Methodist Bishop 
Costen J. Harrell, Oct. 31. 
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WHERE THERE’S YOUR WILL... 


THERE’S A WAY... 


for the Future 


to Give Now 


From your legacy of Christ’s saving grace to you— 
perhaps you, too, will want to make a bequest. A bequest 
in your legal will that someday will help lead thousands 
of unchurched people in our Southland into the Way; 
thereby making your money immortal as a gift that lives 


—and loves—after you. 


GIVE NOW FOR THE FUTURE. 


There’s the Way in your will. 
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